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	Make a great hunting photo
	



A memorable hunt is incomplete without quality photographs. We greatly appreciate all the photos our customers send.
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Carry Your Camera.  Photos in the field are better than those taken in the back of a pickup. But any photo is better than none at all!  Use a self-timer to take pictures of yourself.  Use a tripod or clamp, or balance your camera on your pack.

Take Time for Tasteful Photos. In the excitement of the moment, it’s easy to forget to take the time to make tasteful photographs.  Tuck away the tongue, fold the legs underneath the body, and wipe away or cover up blood, using snow, dirt, tissue, a towel or meat bag. Hands and antlers should be clean

Fill the Frame. Get close.  Don’t be afraid to crop off part of the animal or part of the hunter’s body.  To ensure close, in-focus pictures, compose a photo with your guide in your place, then switch places.

Choose Contrast. Your subject should contrast with the background to show antlers.  Uniformly dark or light backgrounds work well.  Trim weeds or branches if needed. 

Get Low or High. Position your camera low or high for dramatic photos.  Eye level gets boring. 

Sit Behind the Animal. Sit behind and perhaps a little to the side of your trophy.  Get close to the head for frame-filling shots.  Don’t sit way back to make the animal look bigger.  

Fill in the Shadows. Use your camera’s flash even during daytime to eliminate shadows. Take off your sunglasses and tip your hat way back to catch some sun.  We can fix redeye or “brighteye” in digital pix.

Take Lots of Photos. Take many different exposures from various angles to ensure at least one perfect photo.  Subjects with back lighting or side lighting are more interesting than pictures with standard frontal lighting.  

Smile. Show some teeth!  Ethical hunters have respect for the animals they harvest, but a stoic or frowning hunter makes a hunting photo look sad and regrettable. The photo should portray a feeling of satisfaction and accomplishment.

Remember Gun Safety. Rifles should not appear to point toward any person or building.  Open the bolt to show that the chamber is empty.              
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Use a Good Camera. Don’t use a disposable, Polaroid or cheap camera.  Quality digitals are excellent. Spend at least $150, and you should be safe.  Email photos to RICHL@hunts.net or send snapshots by snail mail.  We like big digital images, at least 640 x 480 pixels but preferably bigger. If you prefer not to promote the Hunt Provider, tell us, but we at least want to show you and your well-deserved game animal. 
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