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Make your own luck 

Ways to improve your odds of taking the animal you want.
Physical conditioning

Get your doctor’s OK, but consider running several miles a week. If you’re not in great shape, your guide will adjust his tactics without your knowing it, and you won’t cover as much good territory.  Before a horseback hunt, visit a stable several times.

Proper clothing and footwear

Wear quiet and warm clothing.  Several layers are better than a heavy coat on most hunts.  Gore-Tex raingear makes an excellent middle layer in rain, wind or cold.  Carry enough clothing to keep dry and warm. Wear two pairs of socks to avoid blisters – a thin polyester sock and a thick wool-blend sock.  Carry Molefoam to prevent blisters.  Boots should be appropriate for the area.

Survival kit
Staying out overnight without a sleeping bag is seldom necessary, but “Be Prepared” with a survival kit containing two sure-fire ways to start a fire and a couple of canteens.  Carry waterproof matches in a waterproof container along with a lighter along with failsafe tinder, such as candles or Sterno.  Carry a water filter.

Shooting and weapons

Many of the most successful hunters are expert marksmen.  Some can shoot offhand at 100 yards or more.  Don’t carry a hard-kicking rifle that makes you flinch.  Rifles in .30/06 or .308 with heavy well-constructed bullets are fine for elk or moose.  Recoil reducers cause much flinching and ear damage because of the extreme noise generated.  Instead, try a high-quality recoil pad, such as a Pachmayr Decelerator.  Composite stocks reduce recoil and maintain zero well. The main thing to worry about isn’t your gun – it’s your shooting ability. Use your big game rifle to hunt rabbits or to shoot at golf balls bouncing down a hill, and you’ll quickly learn to shoot moving game. Wear hearing protection.  Mix a couple of duds with your practice ammo to make sure you don’t flinch.

Attitude

Be positive and cheerful and prove to your guide that you will work as hard as required.  Adjust to various situations without losing your cool.  A hunter who makes friends with his outfitter and guide almost always does better than an intense, demanding hunter.  Some of the best guides aren’t the most affable people, and hunters who can’t get along won’t get their benefit.  

Speak up or forever hold your peace

If any aspect of your hunt is not going well, speak up right away.  When the trip is over, it’s too late to resolve any problems.  Some hunters hesitate to complain, fearing they won’t be given a good hunt.  That is true only if you give the guide or outfitter reason to believe you’re a chronic complainer who moans with little justification or who constantly whines about inconsequential things. Don’t be one of those negative souls who look for reasons to complain, or you’ll find something to criticize even on good hunts.  

Be a friend

Treat your guide or outfitter like your best hunting buddy, and you’ll most likely be given the royal treatment.  Look for ways to help. Get involved in decision-making, but give your outfitter and guide the chance to prove their worth. Decisions about how to hunt an area or stalk an animal are made with good intentions.  If things don’t work out, 20:20 hindsight is useless except to plan the next stalk, and then things might change again.  Once a hunting decision is made, there’s no turning back the clock, so just keep trying your best.  As long as you’re positive and cheerful, your guide and outfitter will almost certainly try his best, too.  

Hunt hard and long

Be ready to hunt hard and long.  A lazy guide is rare in our experience, but if you have one who is not willing to hunt hard, remind him if necessary that you’re paying a lot of money to hunt and not to sit around. On the other hand, hunting at non-prime times of the day is often ineffective and sometimes counterproductive.  You can’t push elk out of their beds and expect them to stay in the area.  We sometimes see guides who are mentally exhausted toward the end of the season.  You can help a great deal by being happy and fun to be around.

Self-guided hunting

All too often we see self-guided hunters expect extra service.  If you want anything more than a trespass permit, book a guided trip. Unless you’re an expert, it’s usually far better and often less expensive in the long run to book a full-service hunt.  If you plan to fly to a destination and then rent a 4x4 vehicle for a self-guided hunt, seriously reconsider. Keep in mind that on most ranches you’ll be competing with other hunters and perhaps even the leaseholder or landowner, and they will not tell you where on the ranch they’ve been seeing the biggest animals and might even try to lead you away from the most promising areas.  Mature buck mule deer, whitetail deer and bull elk are extremely difficult to hunt outside the rut, especially if the weather is warm, because they are mostly nocturnal and stick to heavy cover.  On self-guided hunts, you’re on your own, so go only if you can deal with every situation.

That’s why they call it hunting

They call it hunting and not shooting for a reason. If you must see an animal or tag a trophy to be satisfied, hunt a high-fenced game farm.  And don’t give up early.  We’ve lost track of the animals we’ve taken in the last half-hour of a hunt.  Many factors are beyond anyone’s control.  Extreme weather, fog or smoke can make hunting difficult. If you’re cheerful, friendly and hard-working, even when conditions are tough, your hunt provider is very likely to try to make an unsuccessful hunt up to you, perhaps by offering a discount on a repeat trip.  But if you’ve been a pain in the rear, he won’t ever want to see you again.  Finally, if your guide or outfitter made a real effort to help you succeed, leave a generous tip.  Above all, have fun!  That’s why you’re hunting, isn’t it? 
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