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Box 158

Farmington, UT 84025

www.hunts.net
	Packing List for Hunting Trips

You won’t need everything listed, but you might need additional items for certain hunts. Consult your hunt provider.
	



No. 1: Quiet Clothing. We recommend a fluorescent orange hat and vest for safety on gun hunts (required in some states).  Expect fickle weather, especially in the Rockies, where you can see six inches of snow in August and 90 degrees in October.  Several layers of clothing are better than a heavy coat.  A good choice for trousers is a pair of well-worn polyester over Capilene underwear (made by REI).  Don’t wear noisy clothes. Avoid cotton. 

Raingear.  Breathable and soft-surfaced. Wear as a windbreaker or vapor barrier under a soft jacket or sweater.  

Boots:  On most hunts wear worn-in high-quality leather outers with internal Gore-Tex lining. On some northern hunts you need ankle-fit hip waders.  Insulated boots designed for extreme cold are great for hunting from a stand for northern whitetails. 

Socks: When hiking, always wear two pairs of socks to prevent blisters, a Thermax or polyester dress sock inside a heavy wool outer sock.  No cotton socks. 

Hat: A wide brim prevents sunburn. Consider ear flaps.

Snowseal to waterproof your boots.

Snow gaiters with a soft outer layer.  These prevent snow or rocks and weeds from getting inside your boots.

Soft, quiet daypack or soft, quiet inner-frame backpack for carrying clothing and gear. Have the straps and pressure points reinforced. Use soft, quiet plastic trash bags or freezer-quality ZipLoc bags to protect gear inside your pack.

High-quality backpack with adequate back and hip support is a necessity on backpack hunts.  Don’t scrimp. 

Parachute cord: 50 to 100 feet.

Pillow cases make excellent meat bags to keep dirt and flies out.  Carry 2-3 for deer, 10 for an elk.  Cheesecloth is next to useless

Compass, GPS and maps for locating camp, tree stands, etc.  For topographic maps call Modern Explorer Products (724-438-7686).

Sharp knives and sharpening steel or file.

Canteens and water filter to purify drinking water.

Simple first-aid kit, including lip balm and medicines.  Give the outfitter and guide directions for any special care you might need.

Simple survival kit.  Most important are two sure-fire never-fail fire starters. Try waterproof matches in a waterproof case and a fresh butane lighter along with a canister of Sterno.

Needle and spool of thread and several buttons.

GI can opener, spoon, fork and metal cup.

Sunglasses and sunscreen.
Surveyor's tape to mark a trail or downed game. 

Small folding saw for cutting off antlers or to clear shooting lanes.

Binoculars, preferably high-quality 7x to 10x.  Best are Zeiss, Leica, Swarovski, Kahles.  Higher-end Pentax, Bausch & Lomb, and Minox are fine.  Avoid Bushnell, Simmons, Steiner, Tasco. 

Spotting scope and tripod or 15x or 20x binoculars and tripod. Two miniature white-diode flashlights with extra batteries.

Weapon and ammo. Rifle: Consider a composite stock and stainless steel barrel and a Neoprene gun sling.  High-quality riflescope no more than 3x-9x.  Sight to shoot 2 to 3 inches high at 100 yards – check trajectory tables.  Use the heaviest, flattest-shooting caliber you can shoot accurately, but don’t use a gun that recoils so much that you flinch. Archery hunters should consistently hit a pie plate at 50 yards.  We suggest a bow sight and a pin guard, a bow 50 to 70 pounds.  Use broadheads with knifelike cutting tips, not chisel tips, on heavy game.  Lack of tuning becomes evident at high elevations.  Pack a bow and arrow repair and a bow sling if on a backpack or horseback trip.

Laser rangefinder.  Once you have one, you’ll always carry it.
Warm sleeping bag and pillow.  Take two bags on cold-weather hunts and slip one inside the other.  Even on lodge-based hunts, most hunt providers require you to bring your own sleeping bag.
Handheld walkie talkies can be used to call for help.  Illegal in most states for directing hunters toward game. 
Hunting license, tag, archery permit, habitat stamp, trespass permit. It is your responsibility to apply in time, often months in advance.  Some states require written trespass permits.
Fishing gear and license if appropriate.

Toiletries, including towel, face cloth, toothbrush, toothpaste, hand soap, razor, shaving cream, toilet paper or baby wipes. 

Your plane tickets. 

Drivers license, passport, visa or birth certificate. Drivers license needed to fly even inside the U.S.  

Phone. Check with hunt provider to see if cell phones work in his hunting area.  If not, consider renting a satellite phone so that you can be reached in an emergency.  

Duffel bags. High-quality duffels can be checked as luggage and can be packed on a horse.  Keep weight to 50 pounds on horseback and air taxi trips, not including your weapon and small daypack.  Most hunters bring too much food and clothing.

Self-guided hunters:  Unless otherwise instructed, self-guided hunters should bring tent, food, stove, cooking utensils, lantern, backpack, sleeping pad, water purification filter/pump, and their own transportation, sometimes a four-wheel-drive.  Do not book self-guided hunts unless you’re good with maps and orienteering, have all necessary gear, and are able to be self-sufficient, resourceful and adaptable to various conditions.  Don’t book a self-guided deer and elk hunt is you must rent a 4WD vehicle.

Note:  Travel cancellation insurance (see www.travelguard.com)

and medical evacuation insurance (see www.medjetassist.com) should be considered. We do not recommend specific insurance companies. Inform family and friends at home where and with whom you'll be hunting so that you can be found in emergencies. 
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